John Patsos

Central Coast Racing Pigeon Federation

John s aven well-known pigexm fancier who resides
on the Central Coast of NSW having onh Inved on
the Central Coast for the last 6 vears, bur has oniy
raced from his present address for the last 3 of thise
vears. In saving that John is ven well-inown comes
from the fact thar John has been @ member of several
clubs since bis imvolvement in the sport from 1982
when he first began racing as-a semor fancier. Prion
10 that John told me that he has had pigeons since he
Was 3 vears of e

\t this time his family was Biving in the Svdne
suburb of La Perouse prior m moving ro Roor 1l
in the western suburbs of Svdnes. and it was here
that his fazher built him 2 small cage from w hich he
flew as 4 junior member in both the Roon Hill and
St. Mans Pigeon Clubs. At the time both of these
clubs had ven Targe memberships with both hoasting
1 membership of 30 plus chus allow ing John ta miy
and learn from some of the best fanciers that
compered in . \ustmadia’s largest federation COF
that during this time had well ener 600 members.
thus allowing John o Jearn his “pigeon
apprenticeship” from mam of the Tap fancers

Since these earhy days John said thar he has
competed in four ditferenc clubs - The Roon 1l
Club. St Mans Club, Mr Druee Club ad new the
Budgewoi Pigeon Club on the Central Coass. For
thase notsure as to where the Central Coasr is
locared. it is about an hour or s drive north of
Sudney . Mlong with these four clubs John has also
compered in three different federanions. these being
the Central Cumberland CCF . The Nepean
Federation and now the Cenrral Coast Federation.
the involvement that John has had with bei nga
member of these onganisations have certamh
contribuzed 1o John being aven “wellknown” fancia
5 MENION N MY OPERING SeRTence,

Not only is John well-known but he is
very well-liked by all that know him. a
fancier willing to help out where he can.
give advice if asked. support worthy
causes and a good club man.
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By Paul Gibbs

When it comes t his pigeons John isven meticulous
with his overall management. from the loft
eavironment. to traiming his race team and o the
sciection of his stock birds. John tefling me that his
hicodiines are a muzture of the "old Van Cursem”
obtained from Colin Warvick, aven refiable family
that he has had for many vears. Others include the
lomg distance famih of the Lae John Pruor. 4 tough
rcliable famih on hand dava. the old and wel-inean
all-purpose Ward Grizzles obrained from Kevin
Bovee. some Smeulders Janssen's from Mark
Gammal and a2 small number of Koopmanss
obtained fram Pioncer Lofts.

These families being raced both “straight
and crossed . A pigeon for all occasions.
especially when you take into account the
various routes flown. the unpredictable
weather conditions that can be
experienced on the coast alm with the
Peregrine Falcon problem with all these
issues im ing on generally what could
be described as a small liberation each
;yegg consisting on an average of 500
irds,

The Central Coast Proon Federation is a refarively
small federadon in relation to the federations in the
major cities with a membership as of the 2023 season
being 44 that send on average around 300 birds cach
week with a 20 bind enmn Bimic per flver. Afthough
the membership consists of only 34 the competition
is quire fieree with many of the members having
retired and redocared from the big eities seeking that
guierer and sower life snle with muny of them
having been at the rop of their gamwe in the bigger ain
federanions and clubs.

The 2023 season saw the Central Coast Federation
fiy the hard Nth. Coast roure, # route that moss
federations for one reason or anorher find it difficuit
0 race as losses along with at times slow velocities
secing many fanciers not completing the vear. The
2023 season only consisted of 20 races commencing
from a distance of 1ookm with the last race finishing
at Kinggseliff. a distance of 6ookm.
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Iobn compered 1y of these races winnmg 2xist
Federation and 6xand Federation along w ‘ith hay ny
finished 17 times in the Top 1o Fed positions.

John said that he keeps 21y pan of stock birds and
breeds around 8o voungseers cach vear. and w hen
asked does he keep the sees separare he said no.
kvm*m: them all wserher, T FAPDING 15\ i an open
door and timing is Vi an ETS. Fach section is fitted
with the normal box npe perches. | asked John whart
wouki be the dimensions size of his loft to which he
replied that his race loft is = § metyes long. 2.4 metres
hizzh and 2.4 metres in width, The front is n open
wire atfar and the external wails are made of a
stanciard cladding maretial,

Moving on 10 how John mains. manages ad
maintains the bealth of Ris birds. Tasked how fong he
would work his birds around the Toft prior o wssing
anxi what might be hes tossing regime, Johns reph
was thar he iikes his ‘mm o train around the lost for
at feast gomin cach day. maincaining a set speed o
eftort for all of this tme and roaming the
neighbaurhood for mose of it. Onee they have been
dotng rhis without oftort his thoughes begin w
starting the “road work”. saving that when he start:
Tossing ¥ his birds he has no set sime orF dav and no set
location. saving thar it all comes down m where he

feels like gomg that day. John with his National Hen

=
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As he mentioned earlier he keeps hens
and cocks together and as such | asked
that if he had a preference for either of
the sexes. answering no he doesn't

sgying that he has had eqgual success
with both and generally it has been
dependant on distance, velacity flown and
the time of year.

I proceeded 1o ask John about bow and what he
feeds his pigeons. 10 which he replied that he feads a
commercial mix to which he adds varous other
grains at various times of the vear and i dependent
on whether they are breeding. racing and or the
wcather conditions saving thac a fancier should
abwavs monitor whar's happening in the [oft
especially in regards to nace results amd adjust the
feed miy and amount fed o suit the resuirs bemg
obrained. saving that much of this comes down @ the
fanciers experience and nothing should be done
haphazardiv.

When askexd about trearments medications and
supplements. John said thar he routinedy uses Dr
Rab Marshall’s supplements that inchude Megamix.
Dufoplus. loford and Turbobooster that are ali
basicallh vitamin health boosters, . \s for medications.
he ondv uses them if required and notas a
preventative with the anh exception heing Turbosole
tor the mreatment canker. As for vetenman
cxaminations John said thar once each vear he will
send off droppings to be examined. but has pot had
throat swabs undertaken for some years now.

I asked John if he hokds back voung binds afer afew
rrees 10 keep as 2vr okls to which he answered no. all
birds zo 10 the races and or sent s sturplus withe
races where possible, and thae all his birds are
expected to ree the enire race seasen with only
those thar are Jeft or been injured carly in the season
being kept to raee as ald birds. and when i7 comes
keeping or sclecting birds for the stoch loft Juhn sud
that they have to have been winning pigeons or down
off an exceprionat good line of plzeons.

When ashed if there was amyvone in his club and or
federation thar he admires as a fancier he had no
hesitarion in naming Frank Anderson. saving that
when vou're near him on the scorehoand vou know
vou mizst be doing something right. suyving vou need
guvs Jike Frank not onh at the chub level. but alo in
the federation level as it provides the incentive to
harder w achieve vour own goals, | Frank Anderson
winning Federation Fiver of the Year in 2023, znd in
2022 and 15t 2020 .\ future article regarding Frank
Amcderson will be forthooming soon . John did say
thar there are several other top competitors in the
federation and it would be unfair to ty and nanx
them all, bue others that he belicves desene a speciai
mention are Brian Solomon. Mick Scroggy and John
Bansfield. ;
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Its aiways interesting, o hear fanciers concerns. - if they
have am with regards o how they think things are
being minaged. especially in their own chubs ad
federations. John i of the opinion that in his own club
and fed that things are operating fairly well apart from
experiencing the number of Josses each vear and that
the frequent changes of ules and routes flown cach
vear could be a contributing factor,

1 asked John ifhe could provide me with a listof fus
magjor wins steeesss from these ciubs and federanons
thar he racad in as mennoned carlier. the list was quite
extensi e so much so that Thave reducad it for this
article 1o these | thonght most wamanted and included
the following:

y ation: 1st Fed Wonthaggi

0 in% I O;m x
st Fed Orbost Combine 485 km_ .
: st Fed AAD Nth Wesf
jon Bairanalg 523 km
1st Fed Nth West Section Osrbos? 490 km
1st Nth West Secfion Sale 591 km

Among the list of prizes won within the Federagon
lewel there were 33 st Nth Westseetion ({.;,v,‘o km
and over along With 8 ¥ st place in Breeder's Plate and
Bilind Auctonwins

nd Fed. |5t Clu afton 420 km
Bg’i%i ist Club All Age National Kingscliff

Ny while Thave oniy isted Federarion and Special
race wins there were eoamtless Club wins and Merit

€ ard Cermiticares for winning 15z 2nd. 3rdad gt ere
frwnuld take me a dong tme to list thens ik

j:smt%t %‘E@ﬁnbi?ﬂ; Ist Fea Sallina o482 tm
hd Eed. 15t gi ; gg égllmas K
i

When ashed was there 2 particular pigeon that he had a
forerd memon of Ty saidd thar he had asoft spotfora BB
Flen rung M 1T 0-r02 that won st Club Capertee 106
k. 1a1 € Jub Mudgee 175 km. st Club Navartire 363
km aakongg with a sth Place from Dubéxo 265 km. The
other reason thar he s particulardy. fond of thishenwas
the fact that her nest maze sister. a Blue Checher rung
MTD o0 wenton wewin 3rd Neh West Seetion. gth
O A CCEF Fad Two-Bird race from Mudgee 8,
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I ashed John what ns fondest memonies were wrdare,
twhich he replied that there were seaveral. with the
following three examples being what he belieses tohe
his stanciouts. The fist being from a race from Little
Topur 83tkm in 1983 when he omed in o win and
club. 1ith Fed when there were onhy 3 birds home in
the club in rece time thatt had 23 membxers send birds.
with the weather on this pardeular weekend changing
dramadcallv not long after liberation with wmental
rain setting in for das,

“The bird that won this race belonged ro Will Flerehwer
with fellow club mare Ham Fagers iking 3nd place.
hoth these fancers being o of the best back in the
dav, John said whar topped this race off for him was
that he ended up meming 2 binds home from 4 entered.

Ancther would have been the sxp2 scason w hen he
won the Federation aerage thar included winning the
Fed Combine from \Wonthaggi having entered 13
birds. homing 10 with 3 ofthem in 2 drop weether.
along with winning the “T'wo Birder™ that day aswell.

This being topped off wich his iinal race resuls this
vear 2023 (when he won the Federadon Al \ze
Narional from Kingsdlift 2 distance of 38-km fhing a
velocin of paimpm with the only hird home on the da
clocking ar s4opm. The amasing thing was that he
alsarwon the Federation Combine with 2 velocin of
Srympm from the same race point with both binds
heming together,  \mazingh. these oo races ware
liberated £ an hour apart. with the National birds
being liberared at 6:30am and the Combine birds
being released at ~:ccam,

More amazingly. John had the first two
bird s home in the Federation the

following morning that could have won ist
Prize in both races as well. showing me a2
phoic of the fimes on his ETS. One tei
from the National being fimed in at 6:2136
am and the other from the Combine be
timed at 7:02:34 am. John cerfainly must
have had his birds primed that weekend. a
weekend not o be forgotten,

When it comes ro what he would fike to achien e in the
future John said be wanted to work towands geming
mere birds home from races.

] ashed John ifhe had am achvice to offer to new or
novice faneiers. to which bre saicd that vou need
prepare for & huge commitment. success in pigeon
racing coes not come casih. builkd a sound lofr. ralk o
as mam pigeon fanciers as possibie, rescarch and read
many of the publications asvou can. the intemet is a
great resourve and don't be afnud o ask questions.

John saxd that he would fike to finish his ston by
thasking some ven special pecple. saving that over the
vears of pigeon racing he has met and macde mam
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frends and in parmicular would ke wr shank Colin
Wanwick for his support in the cardy davs by providing
him with some ven speeial binds along with helping
John out whenever he could. Another good friend is
Lewi Gomardo. no longer with pigeons. but for his
timxe ancd work in belping w buikl swo of his lofts over
the vears and to the many others out there thas have
hedped him curalong the wa.

st bat by no means feast. 1 his parmer Liz for her
full support oner manmy vears, John saving that if not for
L3z he would not have achieved as much as he has.
saving 7T couldn’t have done it without her™. John
gomg on ro sy Tiat Liz is sudh missed. Baving passed
awav on the 2= 4 arand thar he thinks abour her eveny
day .

Fwoule like ro conclude this article with what [ beliove
0 be a suitible quore from Cesare Pavese, who said:

“We da not remermber days. we remember moments
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